DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SOLUTIONS FOR SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

SAFEGUARD
THE FUTURE
THE CAMPAIGN FOR MARIPOSA HOUSE
Rebuilding the Lives of Victims of Domestic Violence
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It’s never too late
for a second chance

A LETTER FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT

DEAR FRIENDS,
For more than 25 years, Domestic Violence Solutions
has provided emergency shelter for victims of
domestic violence. And for more than 10 years, DVS
has helped victims turn their lives around through its
"Second Stage" transitional housing program.
Until now, there has been only one transitional housing program available, and it has been in Santa Barbara. Over 100 women and children
are turned away each year from Second Stage because of lack of space.
And even when space is available, relocating to Santa Barbara has been
a hardship for women with jobs, family, and school commitments in
North County.
Now we can provide a "Second Stage" home in Santa Maria. This expansion of services represents a bold leap forward for our community. As we
look at these plans, and the needs upon which they are based, we realize
that no great work is done without vision and commitment. My own commitment is based on these facts:
• The need is clear. The lack of safe housing compels many women to
return to abusive relationships. We must take this great step to help stop
domestic violence in our community.
• The need is urgent. Women and children need this home now.
We must act soon and decisively.
• The need is specific. Housing is our greatest need.
• Our community can meet this challenge. We can do this!
Please join me—and others—in committing yourself to this next step in the
effort to end domestic violence in our community. At the end of this campaign,
we will know that we have made a major contribution to women and children
who needed us.
Sincerely,
Leesa Wilson-Goldmuntz
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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MARIPOSA HOUSE
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I’m a very lucky
woman. I’m
alive. I got a
chance to start
again.
—Susan, former
shelter resident

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE
For over 25 years, Domestic Violence Solutions
(formerly Shelter Services for Women) has
provided shelter, safety, and hope to victims of
domestic violence. It has kept its focus on one
goal: to stop the cycle of domestic violence.
SAFETY AND SHELTER
Last year, DVS provided emergency shelter to more than 500
women and children. Women received food, clothing, counseling,
and legal and other referrals.
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HOTLINE EMERGENCY COUNSELING
DVS operates four 24-hour hotlines, answering more than
3,000 crisis calls every year. These calls give many women help
before they need emergency shelter.
REBUILDING LIVES
A 30- to 45-day shelter stay is simply not long enough for
domestic violence survivors to develop the skills and resources
they need to establish an independent household.
For 10 years, DVS’ transitional housing program—called Second
Stage—has given women and children a chance to build a new
life. Families can stay here for up to 18 months. And 85 percent
of them reach their goal of independent living.
THE NEED
• The lack of safe housing is one of the major reasons women
stay in abusive relationships.
• Tragically, Domestic Violence Solutions must turn away more
than 100 women and children from its transitional housing
program, "Second Stage," each year simply because there is
no space available.
• Even when space is available, relocating to Santa Barbara is a
hardship for women with jobs, family, and school commitments
in North County. They need a North County transitional housing
program.
• A North County "Second Stage" program will enable DVS to
meet the needs of many more Santa Barbara County families.
THE ANSWER
• The good news is that DVS has found a building for a second
transitional housing program, to be called Mariposa House!
• DVS is purchasing an eight-unit apartment building in a safe,
quiet area of Santa Maria. Each unit has two bedrooms, and
there is a large, grassy playground for the children.
• There is also a studio apartment that DVS will use as a
community room for children’s activities, support groups,
counseling appointments, and office space.

“Hundreds of local families live with terror every day.
A 45-day shelter stay is not enough to ensure their ongoing
safety. Our community desperately needs longer term,
affordable housing options.”
—Judge Rogelio Flores
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“I was 15 when I first

THE COST

came to the shelter

To purchase, renovate, and open
the doors of Mariposa House
$1,300,000

with my Mom.
I thought, ‘Who is
going to help us—a

Provide operating expenses
for two full years

woman with five

$ 350,000

children and no
money?’ Then we met

Total

$1,650,000

an angel who helped us
put our lives back
together. When I grew
up, I wanted to be
just like her.”
—Maria Cortes,
DVS client advocate
and former shelter resident

NAMED GIFT AND MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES
The Campaign for Mariposa House offers many
opportunities for named gifts that honor the
contributions or memory of donors or their
loved ones.
Donors who purchase an apartment will have a plaque on the
door to the home their gift has named, reminding residents of
the individuals who helped open the doors to their new future.
Name an apartment $100,000
Name the community room $75,000
Name the play yard $50,000
Landscape Mariposa House $30,000

“Battered women are in crisis.
They are just trying to survive from day to day.
One of the first steps in their recovery is thinking
about a future, and then planning for it.”
—Jean Schuyler, DVS Board Member,
with husband Barry
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Donor Recognition
Major campaign contributors will also be honored on a prominent
and permanent “Wall of Fame” at Mariposa House, as follows:
Founders Circle
Premier Benefactors
Benefactors
Guardians
Sustainers
Protectors

T

Gifts of $100,000 and above
Gifts of $75,000 and above
Gifts of $50,000 and above
Gifts of $30,000 and above
Gifts of $15,000 and above
Gifts of $10,000 and above

TABLE OF GIVING
TOTAL
ANNUAL
GIFT

OVER
THREE
YEARS

83,333
66,667
33,333
25,000
16,667

250,000
400,000
100,000
150,000
150,000

10,000
5,000
3,333

90,000
75,000
100,000

2,500
2,000
1,667
1,000
500
333
167

75,000
60,000
75,000
60,000
30,000
20,000
7,500
7,500

137 GIFTS TO SECURE A TOTAL OF

$1,650,000

GIFTS

ONE-TIME
GIFT

LEADERSHIP GIFTS

1
2
1
2
3

$250,000
200,000
100,000
75,000
50,000

“Your
organization
excels, as
compared to
other charities
in America,
in the area of
strong fiscal
management.”

MAJOR GIFTS

3
5
10

30,000
15,000
10,000

COMMUNITY GIFTS

10
10
15
20
20
20
15
Many

7,500
6,000
5,000
3,000
1,500
1,000
500
Under 500

—Trent Stamp
Executive Director
Charity Navigator

“I have seen the life-saving work that Domestic Violence
Solutions performs in the face of violence. They address all
aspects of the problem, reaching out to families in turmoil and
teaching them how to respect themselves and each other.”
Danny Macagni, Santa Maria Police Chief
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A L E T TE R F R O M OU R E XE C UT IV E DIRECTO R

DEAR FRIENDS,
The lack of transitional housing is one of the primary
reasons women return to abusive relationships. But with
longer-term support, women make the transition to an
independent, violence-free household.
We’ve seen it ourselves with the success of our Second Stage transitional
program. Since 1992, 85 percent of Second Stage participants have started a
new life for themselves and their children. We’ve helped them recover from the
trauma of abuse, increase their job skills, and develop all the resources they need
to move into permanent, independent living. Most of them accomplished this
within just one year.
We have needed a North County transitional housing program for a long time.
Now, one is within our reach. Mariposa House will enable women with job, school,
and family commitments in the North County to build a new life for themselves
right here in Santa Maria.
Thank you for reading about our plans. Together, we can make this new home a
permanent reality for our community and a life-saving resource for survivors of
domestic violence.
DVS is truly a countywide agency. Abuse knows no boundaries. I am deeply
grateful for the many volunteers, staff, and donors who already have given so
much to end domestic violence. On behalf of those who will find a new life at
Mariposa House, I invite you to participate with us in this campaign.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Robertson
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

How can you measure the value
of restoring hope for a family?
—Dale Lauderdale
DVS Board Member and Vice President
Montecito Bank and Trust
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God bless you! And thank you
for the help you gave me
ten years ago!
—anonymous, former DVS client
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For more information,
please contact:

Rebecca Robertson

Executive Director
Domestic Violence Solutions
301 S. Miller St., Suite 121
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 347–9994, ext. 6#
or FAX (805) 925–5660
Santa Barbara:
P.O. Box 1536
Santa Barbara, CA 93102
(805) 963–4458
24-hour Crisis Line
(805) 964-5245
Santa Maria:
301 South Miller St., Suite 121
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 347–9994

